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 NYPIRG kicked off SUNY-
ESF’s Earth Week with a dull toe poke. 
The annual Sustain-A-‘Cuse concert 
was relocated to Nifkin lounge this year 
due to poor weather. In past years the 
free concert has been held in Syracuse’s 
own Thorndon park amphitheatre. 
Anyone who has visited the amphithe-
atre understands that it is the perfect 
place for an Earth Day concert. Sur-
rounded by tall pines the amphitheatre 
holds sound and people very well. In 
past years this event has been a favorite 
day—past party-goers are expecting a 
good time know how to prepare, while 
those first-timers enjoy the celebration 
and know how to plan for the great day 
. . . the following year. I have had three 
short years in this town and I have at-
tended Sustain-A-‘Cuse every year. The 
first two years made for some pretty 
funky times and the second year I at-
tended was only better than the first, 
with an even better turn out.  
 With the event being moved to 
NYPIRG’s Annual Sustain-A-‘Cuse a BUST?
by Alex Kuttesch (ESF Junior)
Nifkin I noticed an epic fizzle of excite-
ment. I understand that moving the 
event was an unfortunate judgment 
call that was probably made days in 
advance, so don’t get me wrong, Nifkin 
makes any Stumpie feel right at home. 
On the contrary, the weather re-
ally wasn’t that bad on the Satur-
day prior to Earth Week. Is it just 
me or am I the only one that imagines 
Earth Day events as a chance to experi-
ence the outdoors, rain or shine? After 
all, we are celebrating the Earth and all 
that it possesses. Music is a main at-
traction at Sustain-A-‘Cuse which I be-
lieve was the basis for the venue change 
seeing as music equipment is not water 
proof. Call me crazy buy my deranged 
mind saw the event going off without a 
hitch—with musi-
cians under a tent 
and people under 
rain coats? 
 S u s t a i n - A -
‘Cuse is normally 
very well attended 
by students and lo-
cals. It is a chance 
for people to find 
out about what 
issues interest 
groups are tack-
ling in New York 
continued on-
page 14
photo (above) and panorama (opposite) by Rachel Becker
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 In the ongoing battle for public 
opinion between global warming de-
niers and climate scientists, a recurring 
problem rears its ugly head: Scientists 
just plain don’t make good public com-
munications professionals. They pos-
sess all of the analytical skills in the 
world and none of the rhetorical. 
Largely bored and/or confused by 
facts and figures, the general public 
is all too easily swayed by climate 
skeptics who, on the other hand, 
make a living out of influencing pub-
lic opinion. Funded by corporate in-
terests and made up of think tanks, 
politicians and a few rogue (and 
invariably uninformed in matters 
of climatology) scientists march the 
great propaganda machine forth—
armed with a calculated amount of 
charisma and deception in order to 
generate mistrust in sound science 
among the general public.
 This isn’t a condemna-
tion of scientists for dropping the 
ball, after all, it’s not as if they’re 
required to learn to communi-
cate with the public or, often, even 
want to. Science is about exploring 
new ideas; learning and discovery. 
However, in desperate times like 
these, when communicating the 
imminent threat of climate change 
is paramount, it seems like someone 
ought to give out a few lessons on how 
to combat the near Orwellian state of 
disinformation—or at least show them 
how it’s done. No I’m not talking about 
Al Gore’s attempt at the greatest ra-
tio of boring film to awesome-looking 
DVD cover in the history of cinema, 
where he basically played a PowerPoint 
presentation for 94 minutes straight. 
A turkey dinner and a warm glass of 
milk would have about the same effect 
for most people and they’d still save a 
couple of bucks. No, I’m talking about 
someone who can relate to scientists on 
a professional level and the layman on 
a personal level.
 Enter Randy Olson. Olson has 
lived two lives—one as a Marine Bi-
ologist and one as a film-maker from 
Hollywood, and on April 19 he came to 
Syracuse University. He planned two 
events; the first would promote his new 
book Don’t Be Such a Scientist and gave 
a general rundown of the scientist-lay-
men communication gap problem and 
its solutions. Personally, I found this 
first lecture to be a tad anemic. He had 
some good visuals, but I didn’t think 
that I really gained a whole lot from the 
actual content. The questions, on the 
other hand, proved to be a rather inter-
esting illustration of his point. 
 A graduate student, (of a sci-
ence discipline that I was unable to 
discern among the parade of unnec-
essarily long words that were about 
to explode from his mouth) raised his 
hand. Without even making eye contact 
with Dr. Olson he read directly from his 
notebook, spewing words that I’d never 
even heard before. I could tell it was 
English, but along with probably 90% 
of the room, I had no idea what he was 
saying. The inflection was my only cue 
that it was probably an objection to the 
idea that scientists aren’t good commu-
nicators. I watched Olson’s watchmak-
er-esque concentration as he tried to 
take it all in and calculate just what he 
was being asked before he answered. It 
didn’t matter, though. Point proven.
 Randy Olson had planned one 
more event before he left Syracuse; he 
was showing his new film, Sizzle: A 
Global Warming Comedy. I was plan-
ning on skipping the movie until I heard 
about the discussion panel that was to 
take place after the film. The special 
guest: none other than Marc Morano, 
a charismatic master of spin and ma-
jor force in the anti- climate science 
propaganda machine; Senator James 
Inhofe’s right hand man in matters of 
public relations.
 The movie was pretty good, 
but the panel was far better, and for 
one reason. Yes, the movie took a dif-
ferent spin on presenting the facts of 
climate change to the layman. Yes, it 
was funny and held your attention. And 
yes, it shamelessly perpetuated racial 
stereotypes. (What do you expect, it’s 
Hollywood?) However, the panel saw a 
climate change denier all but admit to 
having an underhanded motive to his 
rhetoric. When it was his turn to talk 
he faced a room of environmentalists, 
cornered; his charisma would do him 
no good with this crowd. 
 “You picked Al Gore, an ex-
tremely politically polarizing figure, 
and the United Nations, an organiza-
tion which many believe is a one-world 
government , to be your spokespeople.” 
he said, “You almost made our job [as 
deniers] too easy.”
 How does this man sleep 
at night? Well, with men like Ran-
dy Olson still outside of the main-
stream it’s probably safe to assume 
that it involves a steady diet of tur-
key dinners and nightly viewings 
of climate change documentaries. 
SIZZLE: 
Randy Olsen
By  Justin Towers (ESF Junior)
ESF Earth Week 2010... 
























Letter from the Editor
• The Knothole is the student 
publication of  SUNY-ESF. It is 
published bi-weekly during the 
academic year. 
• The deadline for submissions 
are Tuesday @ 5:30 PM. You will 
receive an e-mail confirming that 
your submission has been received 
and the date it will be published.
• Send submissions to:
esfknothole@gmail.com
• Words should be sent as word or 
raw text files only. Images should 
be saved as .jpg and sent as an 
attachment. If you wish to submit 
an AD please send as a .pub or .jpg
• Submissions should also include 
your name and graduation date; 
however will be withheld upon 
request.
• The knothole reserves the right 
to edit submissions for length and 
content.
• The opinions expressed are those of 
the writers only and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the Knothole, 
staff, or anyone else affiliated with the 
college. 
• The Knothole meets every 
WEDNESDAY @ 5:30 PM in the 
BASEMENT OF BRAY HALL. 
Good day ESF Student Body,
If you are reading this it’s safe to assume you have picked up (or was handed off) 
the latest and greatest publication ESF has ever gotten its green thumbs on. And 
for this reason, I’d very much like to give you a hug. That’s right, let’s hug.  A 
hug symbolizing the relationship we have formed together—The Knothole and its 
students—talking about things you’ll never read about in the Daily Orange. With 
articles written by students who challenge a world driven by progress to uncover 
the truth about current environmental policies and innovations, of natural resource 
depletion and of our debilitating anthropocentric nature as a human species.  You 
see that is entirely the mission of The Knothole. We vow to provide you, fellow 
Stumpies, with writings that are both stimulating and contemporary expressed 
ingeniously and collectively. The Knothole staff has worked their asses off this 
semester to provide a Knothole for you to read every two weeks. And every two weeks 
we delivered. So hold up your end of the bargain and JUST READ IT. (Please?) OH 
and did I mention this issue’s in color!! OH yeah, and we have this really awesome 




Alpha Xi Sigma 
Every other Thursday in 315 Bray. •	
Air & Waste Management Association
Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. in Baker 148. •	
BAOBAB
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in 9 Moon Library.•	
Empire Forester
Every other Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. in Bray 12C. •	
If a club would like their group pictures to be in the yearbook, they •	
need to sign up!
If you have a group picture already please send it to Empire Forester 
at esfempireforester@yahoo.com. 
Sign-ups are posted on our office door. (Bray 12C)
Currently seeking submissions for Photo Competition! Prizes will be •	
given!
Green Campus Initiative   
Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. in 105 Marshall.•	
Contact GCI if you would like them to help make your club’s events •	
ZERO WASTE! 
Habitat for Humanity
Our House dedication ceremony is on April 18th @ 2pm on•	  205 Elliott 
Street. All are encouraged to attend! There will be speakers and the new 
owners of the house will also be in attendance.
We are sponsoring a “May Day 5K” on-campus on May 1st•	 . It is a walk/run 
and you can sign up to participate by registering on our website: students.
syr.edu/habitat.
LAND|scape Club
Every other Monday at 5:00 p.m. in Marshall 327. •	
NYPIRG
Friday at•	  4:00 p.m. on South Crouse above Faegan’s.
Don’t see your club/organization up here? Please send your club’s 
meeting times (day of the week, time, place) to esfknothole@gmail.com. 
Be sure to include any up-coming events and/or projects!
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 Spring has sprung in Syracuse 
and oh, what a glorious feeling it brings! 
To be off foot and onto bike 
again has remained a (very) long 
winter desire recently realized. 
Spring in Syracuse reminds me 
of sunny, breezy morning bike 
rides to the Regional Market 
on Saturday mornings—some 
of my fondest memories of 
times spent in the ‘Cuse. As 
the flowers blossom and the 
grass slowly beings to grow 
back, my fellow bike riders of 
Syracuse are beginning to make 
their way out of the woodwork 
and hitting to the streets 
again in full gear. Sensing that 
spring was just around the corner and 
knowing that my bike was in less-than-
operational condition, I figured it was 
about time I check out the new bicycle 
shop on Westcott Street, Mello Velo. 
 Mello Velo lives out its’ name 
to a tittle. My 
first visit to the 
store definitely 
c o n f i r m e d 





glance there is 
no doubt that 
Mello Velo is 
anything but a 
bicycle shop. 
Bikes from all 
walks of life 
can be found in 
whole and by 
the part for sale 
at the shop. The 
shop carries 
e v e r y t h i n g 
from bicycle 
locks and lights, 
to bells and 
streamers, socks and magazines. And 
of course working bikes both new and 
used. As I walked into the store I was 
greeted by Sara and Steve (the owners), 
Musa (their dog), and a group of happy 
The Jumpoff: 
Westcott bicycle shop offers 
friendly prices and neighborly folk
by Candice Lanette (CLL 495 Student)
customers. The store has a laid-back, 
friendly neighborhood vibration to it 
that makes you feel as though it has 
been around for much longer than it 
actually has. Mello Velo opened not 
too long ago in 2009 but it has already 
established itself as an essential fixture 
of the Westcott Nation.
 The owners 
of Mello Velo, 
Steven Morris and 
Sara O’Mahoney, 
are both recent 
graduates from 
the Syracuse 
area; Steve is an 
ESF Alum and 
Sara is a Syracuse 
University Alum. 
The idea of a 
Westcott Street 
bicycle shop got 
underway when 
Sara needed a 
project for her fifth 
year thesis in the 
Industrial Design 




biking culture both 
in and outside of 
Syracuse, New York and channeled this 
information into the form of a pop up 
bike shop for her final project. Pop up 
became reality when they noticed the 
Westcott property was for rent and 
they started discussing the option of 
opening up a shop in the area.
 On their website, Mello 
Velo maintains that they are 
committed to being your 
bike shop, and I very much 
believe this to be the case. 
After dealing with Sara and 
Steve, it is obvious to me that 
they are in the business of bike 
sales primarily to trade and 
repair bikes in an honest and 
evenhanded manner. They 
are in it for the joy of making 
the customer happy; this is a 
standard practically unheard of 
in today’s world.
 For those of you out there who 
have not tended to their bikes since 
November and are in need of a tune 
up, I would highly suggest checking 
this place out. Right now Mello Velo is 
offering an early spring tune up special 
for $40, ending April 2. For those of 
you that have never had a bike, I would 
suggest visiting Mello Velo to find 
out what bicycle culture is all about. 
Choose to keep your money circulating 
in the local economy. Support a young 
and promising business that is looking 
to dig its feet into the asphalt. Oh and 
did I mention that with a school ID you 
receive 10% off? So put the fun between 
your legs and remember this: You do 
not need a war to power your bicycle.*
For more information on Mello Velo, 
check out their website at: http://
www.mellovelobicycles.com.
You can also find Mello Velo on 
Facebook by searching Mello Velo 
Bicycle Shop. In addition, look for 
Sara and Steve on the SU campus 
Mondays 7-8 where they host free 
repair classes.
* For more kick ass infamous quotes, 
zines, books and more, check out 
microcosmpublishing.com
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Oil Rig explodes in the Gulf
 The Deephorizon rig 
owned by oil giant BP exploded on 
Earth Day in the Gulf of Mexico 
50 miles off the Louisiana coast. 
The vessel sank and its well has 
been leaking an estimated 42,000 
gallons (1000 barrels) of crude 
oil daily. Within five days of the 
accident, the oil covered 600 square 
miles of the water’s surface only 30 
miles from a small group of barrier 
islands called Chandeliers.  Robot 
submarines have been deployed on 
the scene to contain the spillage, 
which could take months to fix.   It 
is still unknown as to what actually 
caused the explosion, but of the 126 
workers aboard the ship 11 went 
missing and are presumed dead while 
7 have been critically injured. In the 
past year BP along with other energy 
companies have vigorously opposed 
new safety regulations proposed by a 
federal agency that oversees offshore 
drilling. Family members of missing 
workers have filed lawsuits claiming 
negligence and the Feds have launched 
a full investigation of BP.  
Source: huffingtonpost.org
State Decision Block Decision 
to drill in Catskill region
 
 Officials have imposed far 
stricter regulations on a controversial 
type of natural gas drilling in the 
upstate area that supplies most of New 
York City’s drinking water, making it 
highly unlikely that any drilling would 
be done there. New York City officials 
and environmentalists had vigorously 
opposed the drilling, citing concern 
about the disposal of wastewater 
from the drilling and the danger of 
leaks into groundwater and deep 
aquifers. While the prospect of 
drilling stirred deep opposition, it 
drew support from many upstate 
residents who argued that the 
benefits would far outweigh any 
risks, given the weakness of the 
economy. The Catskills watershed 
supplies drinking water to 8.2 
million people in New York City 
and about one million people in 
Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess 
Counties. The State Department 
of Environmental Conservation 
regards this decision as a safe 
decision and investment in securing 
pristine drinking water.  New York City 
will not have to worry about spending 
billions of dollars on a filtration plant to 
protect its water supply from possible 
contamination by the drilling.
Environmental News
by Jess Telano (ESF Junior)
 On Sunday, April 11th, a group 
of individuals converged at Recess 
Coffee House for a special fugue. A 
rare Italian 1967 film adaptation of 
the novel, The Stranger, by Albert 
Camus was viewed & deconstructed. 
 
 The plot followed the life of 
Meursault, a French man, who was 
portrayed as a person that took each 
day at a time. He showed no signs of 
reflection on past events or ambitions 
for the future. This removal from 
emotional life was exemplified by 
his intense appreciation for physical 
pleasures. Although many of us were 
disturbed by his disregard for the 
feelings of others, particularly his 
girlfriend Marie, we also recognized 
that he expected nothing in return. 
Despite Meursault’s nihilistic attitude, 
he was liked by his close friends and 
neighbors (presumably because of his 
honesty and confidence). However, 
society condemned his existence when 
his views were displayed openly through 
the justice system. The sharp contrast 
between his focus on the present and 
the philosophy of the priest who was 
concerned solely with the afterlife 
sparked inquisitive discussion of the 
absurd. All this fugue for thought left 
the collective hungry for more..
And so, on the last Sunday of April, we 
feasted!  A small group convened at an 
undisclosed location to reflect upon 
“The Library of Babel,” a short story by 
Jorge Luis Borges.  With the study of the 
nature of reality in mind, we embarked 
upon a quest of divine comprehension. 
A critical consideration of theological 
inquisition, the documentary Into 
Great Silence took us on a strong visual 
journey through the Roman Catholic 
monastery of the Carthusian Order.  
Instantaneously, fuguers began to 
question the individualized lifestyles 
of the monks - a sense of existence in 
isolation together permeated the piece. 
Without collaboration and community, 
we were left asking what it was they did 
have.  Scripture to inform, dictionaries 
to define.  The hierarchal, repressive 
organization of the Catholic Church 
based on both age and politics seemed 
less than enlightening.  
 Startled at the sight of an 
elder monk partaking in manual labor, 
we kept a close eye on the figure.  He 
cooked, cleaned, and cultivated.  The 
only subject creating or innovating, in 
his rejection of the political aspect of 
religion he ‘busted ass’ for reverence. 
For him, spirituality was conveyed 
through a commitment to community 
and the betterment of the whole. 
Throughout the film, the director’s 
playful use of light and dark embodied 
the schism between the pursuit of 
knowing or doing and actively being.  
Fugue For Thought:  How do you 
think the monks would have received 
Meursault and vice versa?
Staying in Syracuse this summer? 
E-mail rlbeck01@syr.edu to stay up 
to date on opportunities to participate 
in collaborative, consciousness raising 
gatherings!
FUGUE UPDATE
-by Rachel Becker (ESF Junior)
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Think Globally, Act Locally: 
SPRING FASH-ON
by Kathryn Goloski (ESF Grad Student)
Do you want to change up your spring wardrobe while still being 
environmentally conscious and giving 
back to the community? Here are a few 
suggestions to do just that! Instead of 
rushing off to the mall and trying to 
find the cheapest clothes possible on 
the clearance racks to revamp your 
spring and summer wardrobe, follow 
these steps, and you’ll be well on your 
way to becoming a fashionista in 2010. 
(1) If you have siblings ask them 
if they have any clothes which they 
were planning on getting rid of. 
Go through your own closets and 
dressers as well and gather up 
some that you no longer wear or 
want. Suggest to them that before 
you send them off to the Salvation 
Army you take an evening to go 
through them together and trade 
clothes. This allows you both to 
get some new items for the season, 
while saving money, and reusing 
and recycling clothing. 
(2) If you like a retro look, ask 
your parents  and/or grandparents 
if you can go through some of their 
clothes and accessories which I’m 
sure they have hidden away in 
their closets, trunks, and attics. It’s 
possible they have stashed jackets, 
purses, and jewelry.
(3) If your closet quest fails, 
be sure to check out second-
hand stores and consignment 
shops. These places are rich 
with vintage clothing. Often 
times consignment/antique 
shops have old hats, purses, 
jackets, suits, jewelry, and 
dresses. And again, this is 
a way of reusing— usually 
for cheaper than buying 
clothes and accessories 
while supporting your local 
economy!
(4) Another option is to 
learn how to sew. Sewing 
is excellent for a number of 
reasons. When you learn 
the basics of sewing you can 
mend clothing which has 
been damaged, allowing 
for you to keep the clothes 
you love without worrying 
about finding a replacement. 
Sewing allows you to alter, and 
accessorize clothing which you 
already own. Throwing a hem 
on a frumpy skirt can 
make it something 
fresh for the spring. 
Adding trim to a plain t-shirt can 
dress it up and make it funky for 
the summer. Then, when 
your sewing skills have 
reached a higher level, 
you can make your 
own clothing. Sun 
dresses and skirts 
are usually very 
simple to fashion, 
and if you sign up to 
get flyers from places 
like Jo Ann Fabrics, 
you can catch patterns 
and supplies when they 
are on sale. 
 Best of luck! By 
recycling clothing and 
making your own you 
can create a fresh, new 
look. Better yet, you’ll 
have an ensemble that 
was NOT manufactured 
overseas nor is comprised 
of synthetic materials. 
Photo: Dressmaker’s dummy 
purchased at a garage sale, hat 
bought at a consignment shop, 
purse was my great- grandmother’s, 




Courtesy of Chef Kevinsdude
1 1/2 c Graham Cracker Crumbs
1/4 c Sugar
1/2 c butter
1 ea  Unflavored Gelatin
1/3 c Cold Water
1/3 c Lemon Juice
3 ea Large Eggs, Separated
1/2 c Sugar
1 tsp Grated Lemon Peel
16 oz Cream Cheese, Softened
1  9’’ Spring form pan or a regular 
pie tin will do
Combine the first three ingredients, 
cutting the butter into the graham 
crackers and sugar. Reserve 1/2 cup 
of the mixture, and press remaining 
crumbs into the pie tin.
Stir the gelatin into the water 
over low heat. Once the gelatin is 
completely dissolved add lemon 
juice, egg yolks, 1/4 cup of sugar 
and lemon peel. Cook over low 
heat for about 5 mins, STIR 
CONSTANTLY.  Once the mixture 
starts to thicken remove from heat. 
Temper the gelatin mixture into the 
cream cheese with an electric mixer 
until well blended.
In a separate mixing bowl, 
beat the egg whites until 
foamy. Gradually add the remaining 
1/4 cup sugar, beating the whites 
until stiff peaks form.
Fold the whites into the cream 
cheese and pour everything into 
the pie tin.  Top with the remaining 
crumbs and chill until firm. 
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SU Water Conference
by Patrick Carroll 
(EST 321 Student)  
 On March 29th I attended The 
Right to Water Conference over at 
Syracuse University which was held in 
Maxwell Auditorium. 
 The first lecturer was David 
Getches, Dean and Raphael J. Moses 
Professor of Natural Resources Law, 
University of Colorado Law School. 
His speech, “Water Rights: A Matter 
of Natural Law, International Law, or 
Property Law?,”  articulated that the 
rhetoric of water rights is no more than 
what we inject into them, including 
ethical content.  He listed four types of 
rights (Natural, Human, Property, and 
Legal) followed by why we need legal 
rights to begin with.  His main points 
revolved around the benefits of using 
property rights as a way to protect the 
use of water resources; calling this right 
usufructuary, or one that is owned by 
the public.  He indexed the benefits of 
this strategy, but also noted the inherent 
problems with commoditizing water, 
specifically those involving indigenous 
peoples.  He concluded by proposing 
property rights as an outline for water 
management, but only by tempering 
this strategy to cater to equity, the 
public interest, and indigenous water 
rights.  Currently, he believes water 
rights laws are inadequate to protect 
public values, ecosystems, and cultural 
values, and advocates the advent of a 
water ethic. 
 The second speaker was Patrick 
Bond, Director of the Centre for Civil 
Society at the University of KwaZulu-
Natal, South Africa.  His lecture was 
titled, “Fighting for the Right to the 
City: Discursive and Political Lessons 
from the Right to Water.”  Although the 
South African Constitution says that 
“Everyone has the right to have access 
to…sufficient water,” Bond argued that 
even though many may have access to 
water, a disproportionate cost is placed 
upon the poor; restricting their use. 
Much of Bond’s presentation focused 
on the commoditization of water into a 
business in order to enable water usage 
to respond to market signals while 
becoming more representative of price; 
a method advocated by the World Bank. 
Bond disagrees and believes this to be a 
flawed plan.  He furthered his point by 
describing a court case (Mazibuko V. 
Johannesburg) where Johannesburg 
planned to place limits on water 
consumption as well as to establish a 
system of prepayment meters on some 
citizens.  Although the High Court 
found the limitations inappropriate 
and the meters discriminatory towards 
the poor, the Constitutional Court 
reaffirmed the city’s demands.  He 
argues that commoditization has 
In an exponentially thirsty 
world, the unequal distribution 
of water is both a social and 
ecological issue.  Recently, the 
World Bank’s decision to privatize 
water has resulted in global H20 
insecurity.  
Due to the extremity 
of this issue, some African 
countries have begun to include 
constitutional provisions 
explicitly stating the inherently 
human right to water.  Here in 
New York, the Haudenosaunee 
are focusing on upholding our 
duty in the reciprocal relationship 
humans must maintain with the 
Great Lakes (which harbor 1/5 of 
the Earth’s surface freshwater). 
In New Zealand, the role of 
indigenous groups has been 
monumental in advocating 
for water justice.  Grassroots 
efforts have lead to successful 
management and distribution 
of this resource via localized, 
participatory panels in both Brazil 
and Europe.  
Some say that restorative 
justice, focused on corporate 
responsibility, has the potential 
WATER CALL TO ACTION
By Rachel Becker (ESF Junior)
to heal public/private relations and 
provide equitable water rights for 
all.  Further, many leading social 
and biophysical scientists agree 
that integrated water management 
and autonomous governance of 
the commons are the solutions to 
ecologically sound and socially-
just distributions of water across 
nations. 
In order to foster 
sustainability we must cultivate 
a cooperative global community, 
not commoditize the very essence 
of our life vitality - water.  Speak 
out today: hand-copy the following 
letter & send it off snail-mail style 




Dear Member of Congress,
I urge you to support the creation of a Water 
Protection and Reinvestment Trust Fund to 
support and protect our public water systems 
and an amendment to the Trust Fund bill 
(H.R.3202) that would allow funds to be used 
only for projects of public utilities. 
Our water and wastewater infrastructure is in 
desperate need of repair.  The American Society 
of Civil Engineers has given both systems a D-. 
We support the creation of a Water Protection 
and Reinvestment Trust Fund that would 
provide a dedicated, firewalled, federal funding 
source to protect our essential water resources. 
It is also necessary that a trust fund only be 
used to support our public water systems, 
not to subsidize the profits of private water 
companies. I urge your support for an 
amendment to guarantee that trust fund 
dollars only be used to support publicly owned 
systems. For systems that are currently private, 
trust fund money should be available to local 
governments to support the remunicipalisation 
of private systems. 
Sincerely,
Concerned Stumpie
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The Girl with the 
Guitar
by Claudia Scholz 
(SU Sophomore)
 When Liz Lewis opened her 
mouth to sing last week at the Artists 
on the Brink coffeehouse, the whole 
room stilled.  Singing on love lost and 
found, Lewis reminds us of the sheer 
musical talent present on campus.  As 
a sophomore English and Art major, 
Lewis explains that “I want do music 
when I want to do it, I don’t want it 
to be my homework assignment”.  So 
far she’s been playing at coffeehouses, 
benefit concerts, house parties and 
various other events.  However, it 
hasn’t always been easy to get gigs or 
recognition for her talent.
 Early on in her recent career, 
Lewis struggled to prove herself as 
an artist and musician.  Surprisingly, 
she revealed her “high school music 
teacher told [her] there was something 
wrong with [her] voice”.  Afterward, 
she immediately quit her high school 
chorus and refused to work with people 
who did not believe in her work.  But 
in this atmosphere she has no trouble 
gaining support from other students, 
faculty, friends and acquaintances.
 Humble as ever, Lewis is still 
shocked when people approach her 
about her music.  For example, the 
acclaimed singer was left speechless at 
a party recently when two bulky men 
revealed they are “huge myspace fans”. 
The soothing sounds of Liz Lewis’ 
music are both addicting and relatable. 
Singing about real life issues, Lewis 
did not seriously start playing her own 
creations until she arrived at Syracuse 
University in the fall of 2008.  Although 
she began writing in high school, people 
of all ages can find solace in her lyrics.
 Outgoing, fun-loving and 
friendly, Liz Lewis knows just how to 
grasp the attention of her audience. 
Witty and bold, she knows what sounds 
good and what does not.  With an 
acoustic approach, accompanied by her 
guitar as well as her guitarist, sophomore 
Lucas Sacks, Lewis releases an indie yet 
blues-inspired sound that reaches the 
ears, minds, and souls of all the students 
sitting in the 
lightly dimmed 
Jabberwocky 
Café.  Perhaps 
a young Sara 
Barielles or 
KT Tunstall, 
E l i z a b e t h 
Lewis can be 
heard at her 
myspace page, 
http://www.
resolved nothing.  He promotes a policy 
whereby everyone is designated a basic 
amount of water.  A luxury tax could be 
imposed upon those who exceed this 
allocation, shifting the burden away 
from the poor.
 While I had a few 
predetermined ideas of what Professor 
Getches might talk about; 
property laws, public versus 
private goods, legal provisions 
for water and the benefits and 
detriments of many of the 
currently proposed strategies 
to achieve sound water rights, 
I also expected to hear about 
the inadequacies or successes 
of the Clean Water Act (CWA). 
Nonetheless, this was not the 
main topic of his presentation. 
The only connection I found 
connecting his lecture to the CWA 
was a singular slide listing “beneficial 
uses” protected under property rights. 
He listed irrigation, industrial, and 
municipal uses, but that more recently, 
this has been extended to recreation, 
fish and wildlife.  I recalled that one of 
the main objectives of the water quality 
standards of the CWA, “…the water 
quality standards should, wherever 
attainable, provide water quality for 
the protection and propagation of fish, 
shellfish, and wildlife and for recreation 
in and on the water…” (River Network, 
The Clean Water Act Owner’s Manuel, 
16).  
 Furthermore, the continued 
reliance on market signals and 
commodity values to drive our policy 
appears to be fool-hardy unless 
the consequences are thoroughly 
analyzed. Public participation is what 
our government system is based 
upon, but public voice is also vital to 
grassroots awareness and community 
improvement.  An example of this 
is the precautionary principle which 
specifically advocates increased public 
participation in decision making as 
a solution and pathway to achieve 
necessary preventative action in the face 
of uncertainty within environmental 
issues.  We have also seen how it can 
take community outcries to bring 
issues to the forefront of government 
attention.  In the case of Love Canal, 
there were many actors who played 
a role in the coercion of government 
action; however, one important 
figure was Lois Gibbs.  She rallied the 
residents of Love Canal and helped 
place the hazards of the community on 
the media’s radar and by default; it was 
placed on the government’s agenda as 
well.  
 I was impressed by the quality 
and quantity of information I learned 
during these three hours.  I was too 
preoccupied in absorbing the massive 
amount of facts being spoken to 
formulate any thoughtful question. 
However, after careful reflection I 
developed a few questions I would have 
liked to inquire: How can we mobilize 
effective and strong community 
action toward sustainable and socially 
responsible maintenance of water 
resources that does not succumb to 
corporate agendas?  More specifically, 
in addition to voicing one’s opinion 
through protesting in support of their 
beliefs, how do we insure an active 
public voice as part of a participatory 
process within water rights issues 
where we have failed to do so many 
times in the past under the powerful 
fist of corporate control? 
Thoughts/Comments/Questions? 
Continue the discussion 
by emailing The Knothole: 
esfknothole@gmail.com and see 
your responses on our website: 
www.esf.edu/org/knothole!         
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 In my three years at ESF, I 
have come to understand the world 
in a way that most members of this 
planet do not.  I have become cynical 
and resentful towards everything. I 
grew up in a society that has granted 
me the comforts of copious running 
hot water, dollar store sunglasses, 
and the McDonalds drive-thru, but 
has deprived me of an understanding 
of what was true in the world.  I eat 
when I am full.  I drive to a place 
within walking distance. I own a cell 
phone, a second laptop computer, 
and a Honda civic.  
But what do all those things really 
mean? How did it come to be 
this way? Has America’s shear 
economic superiority brought us 
to this level of advancement we call 
progress?  I can but help but think 
of the ecological havoc reeked in the 
process of supplying every single 
thing I buy.
 America has traditionally 
based its view of economics from 
the neoclassical prospective. 
Originating from of the ideas of the 
Classical philosophers, most notably 
Adam Smith, it is assumed humans 
are rational actors who operate in 
a market of supply and demand, 
where consumers and producers 
act in the harmonious exchange of 
goods and services and everyone 
naturally always makes out better 
at the end of the transaction.  More 
and more, evidence is showing 
the application of the neoclassical 
model to make economic decisions 
as a guide to our society is producing 
detrimental results.  
 ESF Professor Charlie Hall 
has introduced a revolutionary 
approach to economics, known as 
Biophysical economics.  Biophysical 
economics is a holistic way to 
view economics in terms of the 
underlying transactions of natural 
resources, the physical “stuff,” that 
allow economic output. Biophysical 
economics, as both a discourse 
and discipline, provides us with a 
framework for understanding the 
patterns of uneven development 
that proliferate as a result of the 
neoclassical economic system. 
What we can learn from biophysical 
economics as a discipline is the 
importance of quantifying the 
e c o n o m i c s 
u s i n g 
s c i e n t i f i c 
methodology 
and setting the 
entire system 
as a whole, inputs and outputs 
alike, within the Earth’s limited 
natural resources. Neoclassical sees 
growth as the solution, where as 
biophysical sees it as the problem. 
By growing, we are expending more 
of energy and resource. 
The central dogma to 
biophysical economics is that energy 
is the economy and investments 
must be made to acquire the energy 
to run the economic which can be 
express quantitatively, in terms 
of EROI.  It is understood that the 
ability for an economy to grow 
is limited by the amount of high 
quality energy resources available 
to it.  In the past high energy prices 
have been correlated to times of 
economic recessions. It is important 
to note the timing of the 2008 
housing disaster that occurred 
months after oil price spikes.  
Much literature has been 
published on the environmental 
constraints to indefinite population 
growth [see Limits to Growth by 
Meadows and Meadows].  That 
basically there is a carrying capacity 
to this planet based on the scarcity 
of finite resources. 
For the regular American, 
environmental degradation and 
resource scarcity is vaguely a 
problem. While working as a 
canvasser for Citizens Campaign for 
the Environment I was constantly 
in contact with people, average 
Americans, from all socio-economic 
backgrounds. I can recall one door 
I came to one day and a young girl 
answered. I asked if she could grab 
a parent to talk to. She ran out of 
view, leaving me on her doorstep, 
and I heard her yell out, “Hey 
dad, somebody 
working for the 
environment is 
at the door.”
“ I ’ m 
watching Law 
and Order. Tell them to come 
back later.”   In that moment I 
instinctively wanted to asked if it 
were Special Victims Unit? He could 
technically turn on the television 
at any point in the day and find 
an episode of Law and Order on at 
least one station.  But to that man 
his time was better spent watching 
a repeat episode of Law and Order 
than to even open up and listen to 
what ‘somebody working for the 
environment’ was all about.  
We have been potty trained 
to trust in our superior economic 
system that has grown us into 
our current state to maintain and 
improve welfare. Even in spite of 
looming evidence that say we are 
in the midst of peak oil, most are 
unconcerned because as of this 
moment prices for energy are do-
able. Electricity is only 13cents kWh 
and gas is around 3 dollars a gallon, 
nothing compared to the summer 
of 2008. 
In the past few years, a 
realization of climate change 
WILL WE PERSIST IN A 
GROWTh-BASED ECONOMY?
by Jess Telano (ESF Junior) 
“Now you can save 
the environment without 
interrupting your regularly 
scheduled television episode 
of Law and Order.”
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and other ecocatastrophies 
has generated a general public 
awareness and concern about their 
impact.  New fads in buying ‘green’ 
have stimulated a market for a new 
fleet of products that industries 
have used as an opportunity to 
profit. It is easy to trick people 
consuming their product, if there 
is moral justification. Now you 
can save the environment without 
interrupting your regularly 
scheduled television episode of Law 
and Order. It is an unsurprising 
result of our neoclassical capitalism 
that guides our way of life.  Don’t 
worry about the garbage patch the 
size of Texas growing each day in 
the Pacific Ocean, the Sun Chips 
bag is biodegradable!
I think it is particularly 
worrisome, and important to bring 
to light the surmounting debt our 
country has to other nations, in 
particular China. I think our ever-
growing dependence on foreign 
oil after domestic production 
of oil peaked in 1970s is further 
contestation to our economic 
system’s unsustainable nature. 
Almost all of our 50 states are 
experiencing budget problems and 
are looking to traditional economic 
practice of growth in consumption 
to stimulate.  But growth means 
exploitation of resources and 
exploitation of energy to acquire the 
raw materials and deliver a finished 
product to consumers.  
It will be interesting to see 
how the policies will reflect the 
Biophysical understanding of the 
economic systems, it is most-likely 
that we will take the business-as-
usual approach and continue under 
our free market neoliberal way and 
completely ignore the insights a 
biophysical approach can reveal. 
But in the end, as Dr. Hall often 
says, ‘mother nature holds the high 
cards.’
For story continuations, 
news updates, and color 
pdfs of past issues...
Check out The Knothole on 
the Web at www.esf.edu/
org/knothole ...
and look forward to discus-
sions and polls in the near 
future!
-comic by Lindsey Leonard
(ESF Senior)
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On Thursday Apr. 16th, Funk n’ Waffles (started by two Syracuse grads) celebrated their three year anniversary. The night kicked off around nine 
with a performance from local hip-hop, R&B, rock group the Fly (composed of SU 
students). The energy on stage was intense, but it took until the last song for the 
energy in the crowd to even come close. I thought people were too embarrassed 
to dance, but once a couple people were doin it everyone joined in. Sophistafunk 
played second, with a percussionist sitting in, and breakdowns I’d never heard 
before along with great covers of Notorious BIG and Outkast. Later in the set 
they called up the three rappers from Staten Island hip-hop group, “The Higher 
Concept” to throw down some rhymes over a Sophistafunk song. Adam Gold 
(keyboardist and co-owner of Funk n’ Waffles) ended the night with some words 
of reminiscence about how Funk n’ Waffles looked when they started the business 
and changes they have made over the three years they’ve been open.
Green Campus Initiative 
Waste Audit
In honor of Earth Week GCI conducted a waste audit of 
three of ESF’s buildings; Marshall, Bray, and Illick. GCI 
does this annual waste audit to show how much ESF is 
wasting, and how much of that waste can be recycled, 
thrown away, or composted. 




Aluminum and Glass: 3.5 lbs
Plastic: 17.5 lbs
It is bad to have height amounts of recyclables or com-
post in the trash because it shows misuse of materials and 
resources. Make sure you dispose of all your waste prop-
erly!
GCI’s Year in a Nutshell
This year was one for the books. As an organization GCI 
was able to accomplish many of it’s goals; the new aerated 
system was one of our biggest. With this system imple-
mented ESF should be set with composting for the future. 
GCI was also asked to host the Energy Forum with Michael 
Morris, CEO of American Electric, and Governor Pataki 
mediated by President Murphey. With this forum a inter-
esting conversation ensued between the guests and stu-
dents. GCI has also been responsible for the Zero-Waste 
events around campus, if your organization is interested 
in hosting an event and having it be Zero-Waste contact 
us! During Earth Week along with the waste audit we host-
ed a Clothing Swap; it gave the opportunity for people to 
bring pieces of clothing they no longer need and swapping 
for other’s unwanted clothing! We also sold our fully re-
cycled notebooks; we still have some left, buy one before 
they sell out!
SU Showcase
This year’s SU showcase was held seper-
ately from Mayfest. GCI was asked to host 
a table for their sustainable themed Show-
case. Among the three other tables at the 
event GCI attracted a few students from SU, 
but the event as a whole did not attract as 
many students as Syracuse University had 
hoped. Three GCI members also gave a pre-
sentation to Syracuse students on how they 
can start green initiatives on their campus, 
using  the aerated composting system as an 
example. Over all the SU Showcase was a 
little bit of a let down, it didn’t seem to have 
as many people involved as it had in previ-
ous years. 
Interested in joining?
Email the GCI listserv: GCI@listserv.syr.
edu to get weekly updates and relevant 
emails!
By Shaylyn Decker (ESF Junior)
photo and story by
-Luke Sarrantonio (ESF  Junior)
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We’ve all been there. Pulse 
racing. Stomach churning. Aggravation 
increasing. Anger overcomes you. 
Every four letter word that could 
possibly shame your mother 
is forced through gritted 
teeth. I just want to print 
before class! I’m going to 
be so late.  WHY IS THIS 
TAKING FOREVER!? 
 The Moon Library 
computers are the bane of 
my existence. It has become 
near impossible to check my 
email, print a document, 
network on Facebook, or 
any other essential task that 
should really only take up 
a small portion of my day. For Pete’s 
sake, my sorry excuse for a laptop, 
which is almost 5 years old and has 
come back from the brink of death 
numerous times, can manage multiple 
applications at a respectable pace. So 
what is wrong with this picture that the 
computer clusters in Moon Library are 
so, well, useless?
 For research purposes, I am 
writing this column on one of these 
dastardly machines. I’m ready to pour 
my Vitamin Water directly into the 
heart of this thing. I chose a computer 
Two Cents For Free
by Rebecca Masters
(ESF Junior)
that someone had just signed off of, 
hoping it would be warmed up and 
ready to go. Not the case. It took nearly 
5 minutes just for it to successfully log 
off the last person, and just as long to 
log back in. By this time, I had already 
read the entire Daily Orange. Once I was 
finally logged on, I gave the machine 
a minute to collect its thoughts, then 
pressed the silly little SUMail button 
on the right of the screen. And I waited. 
And waited. And waited. I stared at the 
hourglass cursor, willing it to grant me 
access to my messages. I pressed the 
button again. And waited some more. 
This time, we had a little cooperation. 
The window finally opened and I was 
able to load my emails. But it was 
short-lived. I guess I got a little excited 
and went too hard too fast. Apparently 
it is an unreasonable request to have 
two tabs open in Internet Explorer. At 
this point, the browser might as well be 
curled up in the corner of a padded cell, 
rocking back and forth reciting random 
tidbits of binary code. I think we all get 
the picture, and I’m sure lots of you 
have similar stories.
 I have a few suggestions to help 
things along; install Google Chrome 
(Google’s browser) on these puppies, or 
at least Safari (Apple’s browser) so that 
we don’t have to deal with a sluggish 
and ineffective browser like Mozilla 
Firefox or Internet Explorer. Google 
Chrome is my browser of choice, and 
it has drastically increased my quality 
of life. Next, get rid of those ridiculous 
buttons on the right hand side of the 
desktop. They’re redundant, distracting, 
and outright annoying. Finally, can we 
please get update Adobe Flash Player? 
I’d like to be able to watch a YouTube 
video every once in a while. 
So here’s what needs to happen 
(listen up ITS): Get new computers, or 
fix the old ones. My spidey senses tell 
me that no one is complaining to the 
right people (no, you’re BFF does not 
count), so let’s get on it. Make a stink the 
next time it takes an incomprehensible 
amount of time to accomplish a simple 
task. Let the people at the library desk 
know you’re mad as hell. Shoot ITS 
an email (preferably not from a Moon 
computer, since you might be there all 
day) voicing your dissatisfaction with 
the maintenance of these essential 
machines. These incompetent hunks of 
metal and plastic are interfering with 
our lives and our studies, and that’s 
totally not cool. 
-comic strip by Lindsey Leonard (ESF Senior)
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 Have you ever been walking 
through a field and thought about how 
tasty that dandelion looks? When you 
have a cold, do you often use White 
Pine needles to get your daily dose of 
vitamin C? After a long day at work or 
school, do you ever bypass the beer for 
Kava tea?
 If you answered “no” to any 
of the above questions, it seems that 
you need to add a dose of TEK and 
ethnobotony to your education. TEK 
or Traditional Ecological Knowledge 
is often defined as the relationship 
of living beings to another and to 
the physical environment. Sounds 
like ecology right? When was the last 
time you discussed creation myths 
in EFB 320? And this is how TEK is 
distinguished from basic ecology. 
The field of TEK considers the 
religious and cultural philosophies 
of various people throughout the 
world. Ethnobotony is composed of 
a variety of fields, such as: botony, 
anthropology, economics, linguistics, 
and many more. Ethnobotany stresses 
the importance of plants in nearly all 
human cultures (excluding Inuits, 
which is highly animal based). 
 On Thursday, April 8, 
2010, Dr. Robin Kimmerer held a 
lecture entitled “Ethnobotany and 
Conservation.” During this lecture, 
she posed the question: “Can humans 
be a constructive agent for generation 
and protection of biodiversity?”  The 
immediate response to this question 
was a strong “NO.” However, Kimmerer 
have you heard of TEK?
by Erin O’Donnell & Michelle Gluck (ESF Juniors) 
was able to show examples of TEK 
that allowed for a positive interaction 
between humans and the natural 
world. We learned that the soils of 
the Amazon, known for its nutrient 
richness, did not occur separate from 
human activity. Instead it was formed 
by a “millennia of altered human 
presence” - meaning that 
indigenous peoples 
of the region 
mixed fire char 
and compost 
to create the 
ideal growing 
c o n d i t i o n s 
for culturally 
i m p o r t a n t 
plants. In 
fact, if one is 
to overlay a map 
of biodiversity 
hotspots with a map 
of tribal holdings, one will 
notice that the more diverse the 
peoples are, the more diverse the plant 
and animal species are. This infers that 
in history humans have played a part 
in shaping ecosystems and cultivating 
biodiversity. Is this relationship with 
nature possible in today’s world? We 
say, positively! 
 TEK can be used for 
determining the “soundness” of 
science. Many scientists will enter 
an ecosystem without traditional 
knowledge of the area. They will spend 
weeks in labs attempting to determine 
-comic strip “Quantitative Ethnobotany” by Michelle Gluck 
(ESF Junior)
the use of a “discovered” species while 
the information sought already exists 
within the oral histories of the native 
peoples to that ecosystem. A story 
relevant to this is that of the Desert 
Tortoise. The Desert Tortoise was 
determined to be endangered and 
little was known of its critical habitat. 
Scientists had three plots of land 
available to preserve for the tortoise, 
but could not determine which 
was most suitable. On 
one plot of land 
there was a high 
concentration 
of a plant 
u n f a m i l i a r 
to the 
sc ient is ts . 
In order 
to find out 
more about 
this plant, the 
scientists asked 
a native woman 
picking the plant what 
its name was in her 
language. It turns out the 
name translated to “Desert Tortoise 
eats it.” Mystery solved. The plot of 
land most suitable for the tortoises 
was determined to be that with the 
highest concentration of the “Desert 
Tortoise eats it” plant. This shows 
that Traditional Ecological Knowledge 
is an extremely valuable resource 
for modern day scientists to use for 
conservation efforts. It’s not just about 
money and microscopes—but about 
maintaining a culturally relevant 
relationship with the land.   
“You cannot save the landscape 
until you save the people”
-Robin Kimmerer
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What a Bryo-Blast!
by Sarah Lanfear (ESF Junior) 
 Due to the unfortunate reloca-
tion of the Sustain-A-‘Cuse event our 
Ecology of Mosses class 












seem a little 
out of place 
at the Cultural 
Crafts Fair; however 
our construction paper and 
pipe cleaner moss models helped us to 
blend in.  The models, which were hun-
dreds of times bigger than the plants 
they represented, helped to demon-
strate key morphological features that 
are difficult to see on moss that are only 
a few centimeters tall.  They were also a 
nice accompaniment to the specimens 
we had under the dissecting scopes 
and both were met enthusiastically by 
people who had never had the chance 
to see these miniscule plants up close 
 Our table included oth-
er interpretive materials as 
well, including a pamphlet 
on moss gardening and 
several word searches; 
so difficult, they surely 
served as a distraction 
for multiple class ses-
sions. Imagine trying 
to pick out the word 
Eurhynchium pulchel-
lum from a jumble of 
random letters, it looks 
like a jumble of letters on 
its own.  One lucky individual 
even had the chance to accompany 
one of our bryo-blitzers on a moss walk 
through Oakwood Cemetery where he 
learned the names of a few common 
bryophytes growing in ESF’s own back-
yard.
 All in all I’d say the event was a 
big success and a great time for all who 
attended. It was a welcome opportunity 
for all of us bryo-nerds to show off our 
knowledge to not only our classmates, 
but a few incoming freshman who were 
touring the campus with their parents. 
A fitting end to any ESF student’s fa-
vorite week of the year!
State. New York State has had fiscal 
difficulties in recent years. It is benefi-
cial for the public to attend events like 
Sustain-A-‘Cuse so the community can 
keep up with important issues that di-
rectly affect the Syracuse population. I 
give a lot of credit to those community 
groups that showed up and stuck it out 
past the first band, despite sparse turn-
out.  There was a small array of tables 
outlining Nifkin, including the up and 
coming Syracuse University chapter of 
the Student Environmental Action Co-
alition and an inspiring table display-
ing ways that you can “upcycle” your 
trash! 
 I have made some negative 
statements about the way Sustain-A-
‘Cuse was conducted this year. Howev-
er, I should say that the music I heard 
was quite good and it is a shame that 
the bands did not have much of an au-
dience. It is the live music that makes 
this event fun and it is important that 
musicians don’t lose interest in this 
event for future years.   
Sustain-A-’Cuse
continued from page 2
ABOVE:Yoga during Earth Week on the ESF quad. photo credit:Rachel Becker (ESF Junior)
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From 
April 13-16th, 
students had the opportu-
nity to submit environmentally 
friendly artwork to exhibit in Moon 
Library. This event was organized 
by Green Campus Initiative and spon-
sored by the Friends of Moon Library, 
an organization of faculty and staff that 
promotes the library and its resources. 
This exhibit doubled as a competition in 
which students and staff voted and first 
place winners in each of 3 categories 
were awarded gift certificates 
and acknowledgement in 
the Knothole
ESF EARTh WEEK 2010:
ECO-ART EXhIBIT FINALISTS
1st place winner-photo category
 -Adriana Beltrani for “Cuzco, Peru”
1st place winner-2-D art category
Rachel Kelchlin for “Treehouse 
Landscape”
“The title of my work is “Cuzco, Peru”. It 
mostly just describes the location of the picture 
but to me it means that freezing morning at 5 
am when we took a van into the mountains to 
begin a trek.”
1st place winner-3-D art category
Rachel Becker for “Ethereal 
Transmutation”
“I used scraps of fabric from old sewing projects as well 
as old t-shirts and other clothing.  I don’t throw anything 
out so I was using leftover scraps I had laying around.”
“The butterfly represents the new paradigm: 
the way by which we may transcend the socially 
debilitative, ecologically degrading structures 
of organization pervading institutions today. 
In essence, it is a divine entity surpassing hi-
erarchical control, championing the emergence 
of dynamic structures functioning in the public 
interest.”
